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As to sectionalism, Illinois presents an interesting study. Its great 
extent north and south combined with the different origins and tenden- 
cies of its settlers in the northern and southern parts of the state, makes 
it a United State in miniature. The author brings out these conditions, 
and also the fact that during the early forties, the chief issues of state 
politics were questions on which sectional and not party lines were 
drawn. Thus the fourth chapter is concerned with matters which are 
economic and sectional rather than purely political, such as state banks, 
internal improvements, and the resulting state debt. 

In the closing chapter the Illinois whigs are considered in relation to 
national politics from 1841 to 1845. Having lost Harrison they were 
glad to support the candidacy of Clay in 1844. Even more than in 1840 
they were now ready to champion a definite political platform. The 
"articles of faith" of the party were embodied in an "address" which 
was issued by the whig committee, composed of Lincoln and others. They 
stood for a protective tariff, a United States bank, a sound currency and 
distribution of the proceeds of the sale of public lands. Great en- 
thusiasm was shown, but in the August election the party succeeded in 
winning only one of the seven congressional districts, the seventh, in the 
north central part of the state; in the ensuing presidential election, the 
party was decisively beaten. The whig counties were well scattered 
over the central and northern parts of the state, leaving a solid southern 
portion to the democrats. 

The work as a whole has been done with care and thoroughness and is 
a valuable contribution to this field of study. As stated in the preface, 
the slavery issue of the thirties and forties is reserved for special subse- 
quent treatment. The chapter on sectionalism and state issues digresses 
somewhat from purely political considerations, but is none the less in- 
forming. To the reviewer the material on the campaign of 1840 is the 
most interesting part of the study, because of the subject matter itself. 
The succeeding portion of the work will be awaited with interest. 

Homer J. Webster 

Applied history. Edited by Benjamin F. Shambaugh. [Iowa applied 
history series, edited by Benjamin P. Shambaugh.] (Iowa City. 
State historical society of Iowa, 1914. 689 p. $3.00) 
This work is a rather unusual collaboration of the editor of the publica- 
tions of a state historical society and a group of students interested in 
certain large political and sociological problems. In this case, the editor 
is also head of the political science department of his state university 
and brings to his task, therefore, special training in the whole field of 
social science. The first publications along the line of the present volume 
were published in 1912 under such titles as "Road legislation in Iowa," 
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"Primary elections in Iowa," and "Tax administration in Iowa." The 
state historical society in Iowa has taken over the work of the legislative 
reference department and the present volume is the result of legislative 
recognition and support which came to the society from the general as- 
sembly in 1913. 

Two main lines of thought are presented in this work, the one included 
under the general caption of political science and the other quite wholly 
sociological. Under the first head the general subject is given as the 
' ' Reorganization of state government in Iowa. ' ' Under this follow chap- 
ters on certain specific subjects as applied to conditions in Iowa: home 
rule, direct legislation, equal suffrage, selection and removal of public 
officials, and the merit system. This is in itself a generous program of 
reform and the various subjects are handled with a technical skill and in 
a scientific manner that is exceedingly refreshing to the average layman. 

In the field of sociology three chapters are presented covering the 
subjects in their bearing on the state: social legislation, child labor and 
poor relief. These chapters present the problem and make certain defi- 
nite proposals for reform. The program is necessarily one largely pre- 
ventative rather than remedial since in so new a community no very deep 
seated social evils are yet beginning to manifest themselves. 

Mr. Shambaugh is to be congratulated upon his new departure. He 
has broken ground and has opened up some new fields of investigation 
for the state historical societies of the middle west. No longer is it neces- 
sary to limit their researches to the conventional lines laid down else- 
where. Any problem that is alive is hereafter open to study by such a 
corps of thinkers and writers as can be drafted in to assist. The prac- 
tical application of academic theory to actual life has widened the scope 
of our civic responsibility. No state-supported institutions need longer 
contend for mere existence. Out of the fullness of their opportunity 
each one may contribute to the general well-being. Every dollar of tax- 
ation may thus demonstrably bring back full return and interest. Each 
piece of work like this of Mr. Shambaugh 's still further confirms the 
wisdom of uniting at every possible point our state and local public ser- 
vice and the higher institutions of learning. It is a further demonstra- 
tion of the advantages to be derived from according the fullest academic 
freedom to those who serve the public in college and university. 

Early economic conditions and the development of agriculture in Minne- 
sota. By Edward Van Dyke Robinson, Ph.D., professor of econo- 
mics, University of Minnesota. [The University of Minnesota 
studies in the social sciences, no. 3] (Minneapolis: University of 
Minnesota, 1915. 306 p. $1.69) 
Mr. Robinson, whose death a few weeks ago came as a shock to his 



